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Law Enforcement Graduates Are Prepared to Protect Your Community 
Forty-nine law enforcement officers graduated and pledged to protect our local communities on Friday, November 17.   BRTC’s Law 

Enforcement Training Academy follows state requirements in which officers must core at least 70% on each exam while also consist-

ently achieving a score of 80% on firearms training. 

LETA instructor Chris Hankins said the academy 

expects excellence; it is common that only a tenth or 

a hundredth of a point separates first place from no 

place when deciding academic and tactical awards.   

For example, Batesville Police Department’s Nate 

Simmons, Sherwood Police Department’s Quinton 

Reinhardt, and Stone County Sheriff Office’s Sean 

Hickman all scored 100% on their firearms test.  A 

shoot-off to break the tie for the firearm’s award 

resulted in two winners, both scoring 94%:  Nate 

Simmons scored 94.6% while Sherwood Police De-

partment’s Quinton Reinhardt scored 94.4%! 

BRTC LETA graduates insure that your homes, 

businesses, and families are all very well protected!  

We are proud that they serve your communities!  

Good luck, officers! 

 

December 22-January 1 

Campus Closed 

January 2 

BRTC Office Open 

January 8 

Faculty Report Back 

January 15 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

January 16 

Spring Classes Begin 
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BRTC Law Enforcement 

Class 2017-B at LETA 

Graduation 

BRTC nursing student Paige Davis sings 

the national anthem; 2017-B color guard 

presents arms.  

Maynard resident Lisa Barber 

became a dislocated worker at 

50, but when her husband 

Dennis enrolled in BRTC, she 

enrolled and began earning 

her GED.  Today, she is in the 

BRTC dietetics program and 

couldn’t be happier! 

Walnut Ridge’s Faith 

Hufstedler says, "When enter-

ing GED classes, I was very 

nervous...I was introduced to 

the Work Force program to 

become a full time employee 

at the Lawrence County Li-

brary—I absolutely love it!” 

When high school junior DeS-

hale Shocklee realized she was 

expecting a baby, she immedi-

ately enrolled in GED classes.  

Since then she has gotten her 

driver’s license, worked part-

time at BRTC, and will begin 

CNA classes next spring! 

Walnut Ridge’s Clay Wilson 

says, “GED gave me a life 

beyond...drugs and jail cells… 

Without my GED I would 

never have gotten into the 

Army...‘The question isn’t 

who is going to let me; it’s 

who is going to stop me.’”  



Practical Nursing Students Help 
Raise Money for Alzheimer's Research 
Twenty practical nursing students, led by nursing instructor Nancy Felts, par-

ticipated in the 2017 Walk to End Alzheimer's at ASU. The event raised $43,000 

to further care, support, and research of the Alzheimer's Association. 
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BRTC Paramedic Students Participate in Train-
ing with Working 
Paramedics 
During a recent training held on 

the BRTC campus, paramedic 

students had the opportunity to 

attend training with working 

paramedics.  This side-by-side 

opportunity gave students a rare 

glimpse into how they will con-

tinue to learn even after they be-

come working professionals. 

Tim Stallings, Instructor John Burdue, Amber 

McNatt, Ben Myer, Kirby Curtis, Tim Rutledge 

(working paramedic) 

ͻ Important 

Class Dates! 

1/1 Spring 2018 

financial aid 

final dead-

line 

1/2 BRTC cam-

pus opens 

1/8 Faculty re-

turn to 

BRTC 

1/15 Martin Lu-

ther King, 

Jr. Day 

1/16 BRTC 

Spring 2018 

begins 

1/18 Last day to 

add a class 

3/19-23 Spring Break 
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Your Voice Matters! 
Paragould EMT student Ben Gore 

won a $250 Walmart gift card for 

completing BRTC’s annual survey! 

The survey helps BRTC faculty, 

staff, and administration assess the 

effectiveness of services and pro-

grams for students. 

Your input is important to us! 

Trammel Conducts Last Choir Concert 
On November 30, the BRTC Kimbrough Concert Choir and Singers had their last con-

cert under the direction of Mrs. Joniece Trammel.  Trammel organized and became 

director of the choir in 2004, thanks to the generous donation from the late Dexter 

Kimbrough.  We wish Mrs. Trammel the best of luck and enjoyment in her retirement!  



BRTC Science Symposium 
Each year, students in BRTC’s science classes research and 

present poster sessions and experiments within a theme.  This 

year’s theme was anatomy, so science students chose topics 

related to that field.  Students in chemistry, human anatomy 

and physiology, and physical science all participated. 

Also participating were BRTC art students.  Student artists 

incorporated the theme into their works.  During the symposi-

um and until the spring, their 

artwork is displayed in the 

Health-Science Complex. 

 
BRTC wishes the following faculty and staff well as 

they continue the next phase of their journey! 

Chris Lynch 

Science Instructor 

5 years, 3 months 
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Joniece Trammel 

Music & Choir Director 

14 years, 2 months 

New Employees Here for You! 
Position: Admissions Counselor  

Hometown: Walnut Ridge  

Location: Pocahontas 

Education: Black River Technical College, 

 Arkansas State University, BS Marketing, 

 minor in Management    

Position: Computer Support Technician  

Hometown: Corning 

Location: Pocahontas  

Education: Black River Technical College, TC 

 Auto Collision and Repair, AAS in Computer 

 Information Technology 

Position: Nursing Clinical Site Coordinator   

Hometown: Imboden 

Location: Pocahontas  

Education: Black River Technical College, TC 

 Practical Nursing, AAS Registered Nursing 
Kara Malin 

Jacquelynn 
Reeves 

Jonathan 
Checkett  

Students’ Artwork Supports Science 
BRTC art students created artwork to display aspects of this year’s 

Science Symposium’s theme, anatomy.  Fine arts instructor Dr. 

Sandy Baltz said, “Combining art and science is a rewarding endeav-

or for both the instructors and students.” 

Lynda Griffin’s Anatomy & Physiology II class:  Brandy Terrell, Sa-

rah Cullum, Penny McCluskey, Charlie Potter, Rebecca Ferguson, 

Cheyenne Hill, Serena Ray, Grason Reyes, Teryn Gray, Kathryn Ball, 

Amanda Lowhorn, Allie Foster, Kaylee Smith, Emma Rice, Kala 

Wells, Jeremy Mesey, Sunnie Cunningham.  Instructor Griffin is posi-

tioned front center 



Art Students Give Back to the Community 
Many students do not have the resources to support others, but one way art students give back to the 

local community is through their artwork.  BRTC painting students Hannah Weick, Amy Morris, Au-

tumn Dildine, Julie Gates, Madison Crawley, and Abigail Owens each created pieces to help fill the va-

cant walls of the newly renovated Dalton Street Housing Authority in Pocahontas. 

The students liked being able to create something and give it away.  “I’d rather people receive some-

thing from me than give me something,” said Hannah Weick.  Madison Crawley felt like giving the 

painting was like giving a part of herself as a gift, something from herself which “people could enjoy.” 

Both Hannah and Madison have painted at home since before high school, but Dr. Baltz’s painting class 

enabled them to do more with their skills.  They also learned about different types of paints.  Before class, both girls had painted with 

acrylic paints, but Painting 1 introduced them to oils.  “It’s more buttery,” Madison explained.  “And we can change the thickness of 

the paint,” Hannah said.   

Autumn Dildine has also painted since she was young and prefers oils.  Autumn is a graphic design major and chose the deer paint-

ing because “it was the most challenging.”  Even though she knew she would donate it, she wanted others to enjoy it.  

Hannah Weick Julie Gates Autumn Dildine Madison Crawley 

Amy Morris 

 

Thank you, Integrity 1st Bank, for Encouraging BRTC Artists! 
For the past 18 years, Pocahontas banks have honored BRTC 

students by displaying students’ artwork in local bank lob-

bies.  During Thanksgiving week, Integrity 1st Bank provid-

ed space for BRTC art students to showcase their talents.   

“Integrity 1st Bank is thrilled to provide a location to show-

case BRTC students’ artistic talent,” said Carol Belford-

Lewallen, vice president of marketing and business devel-

opment at Integrity 1st Bank in Pocahontas.  “The art facili-

tates such good conversation among customers, employees, 

and the public—and it really brightens the lobby.” 

“It is such a pleasure to work with local banks,” said fine 

arts instructor Dr. Sandy Baltz.  “Each semester we display students’ work and this provides a window into the college’s art depart-

ment.”  Thank you, Integrity 1st, for continuing to support BRTC students and academic programs! 

Help Provide Art Supplies 

Because supplies are costly, you can help students 

by donating funds for art supplies.  With your help, 

art students will be able to improve their talent!  

How YOU Can Help  

Left:  Graphite pencil 

drawing by Autumn  

Dildine for the fall 

Science Symposium  



Your Support Helps PN Students Learn About Opioid Addiction 
Thanks to your support of the BRTC Foundation Special Event and Activity Support (SEAS) program and support from the Arkansas 

State Board of Nursing, practical nursing (PN) students attended the annual Arkansas Prescription Drug Abuse Summit at Hot 

Springs.  Students learned about the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program and how it works in Arkansas and the United States. 

Your Support of Project REACH Enables Students to Experience the 1800s 
Thanks to your support of Project REACH, child laughs and 

giggles could be heard throughout the Rice-Upshaw site 

on Friday, November 3 as the Arkansas Virtual Academy gath-

ered students from around Northeast Arkansas for a day of 

learning about life in the 1800’s.  The trip is one of their many 

hands-on interactive learning opportunities. 

Despite the chill, students enjoyed touring the sites.  They were 

most amazed to see that the marriage marks of Rueben Rice or 

one of his family members on the roof beams are still visible 

today.  Students also enjoyed laying on the authentic rope bed.  

One new feature of the REACH sites is the creation of a custom 

scavenger hunt.  These students were the first group to complete the site’s scavenger hunt by using the interpretive signs to find the 

answers.  They also enjoyed playing games from the time period 

such as drop the clothespin and ring toss. 

The Arkansas Virtual Academy is a public charter school which fol-

lows state curriculum through flexible, online instruction at stu-

dents’ own pace.   

Tours and maintenance of the REACH sites would not be possible 

without your generous support!  Thank you for helping give stu-

dents and adults the opportunity to learn about our local history! 
BRTC’s Jessica Bailey, left, guides the tour for guests. 

Student Wins $50 
Sue Masterson won a $50 BRTC 

bookstore certificate for completing 

the National Association of College 

Stores survey in November.  She 

will be entered in a national draw-

ing for $1,000.  This is BRTC’s 7th 

year to offer the survey. 

Dog Days 
Thank you to Integrated 

Therapy Services for 

bringing in their therapy 

dogs for a little TLC with 

students the day before 

final exams began!  Your 

furry friends were a hit! 

Students, teachers, and parents on the front porch of the Rice-

Upshaw House. 

Bookstore director Janice Harvey and 

winner Sue Masterson 



Above & Beyond Home Care 

Kim Adams 

AgHeritage Farm Credit  

All Clean USA of Jonesboro 

Allen Engineering Corp. 

American Railcar Industries  

Anytime Fitness 

James Archer 

Archer Realty 

Arkansas Children's Hospital 

Artistic Intentions 

Auto EfX 

Axis, LLC 

Logan and Jessica Bailey  

Larry Baker 

Tom and Becky Baker 

Jan Baldenweck 

Greg and Mary Nell Baltz  

Jeremy and Lisa Baltz 

Leo and Abi Baltz 

Bernard and Margaret Baltz 

Dr. Paul and Nancy Baltz 

Samantha Baltz 

Rep. Scott and Janie Baltz 

Baltz Feed Company 

BancorpSouth 

BancorpSouth -- Paragould 

Danny and Sheri Barr 

Dr. Hal & Mrs. Bootsie Barre  

BASF Corporation 

Batesville Poultry-Pocahontas 

Justin Beck 

Bella Piazza 

Tommy and Chris Bennett  

Georgia Berry 

Janet Bieringer 

Frank and Kaye Bigger 

Alex and Graycen Bigger  

Daryl and Patti Blaxton  

Linda Bly 

Brett and Dana Bradford  

Brandon and Tashina Brown 

Brown's Graduation Supply & 
Awards Co. 

BRTC Auto Collision 

BRTC LETA 

Suzanne Burch 

Burch Food Services, Inc. 

Burger King of Pocahontas 

   YOU Make The 
Difference in Students’ Lives! 

Many BRTC students are the first in their family to attend 

college.   

To those familiar with it, attending college may not seem like 

a big deal, but students whose parents never attended are 

often uncomfortable and intimidated by higher education.   

That’s why you are so important! 

Your support of BRTC scholarships, academic programs, and 

SEAS—which funds classroom activities and trips like the nursing 

trip on page 5—removes barriers which prevent students from 

improving their lives. 

 Your support enables students to go to college without 

having to choose between education and providing 

food for their families. 

 Your support tells them someone they don’t even know 

is behind them. 

 YOU are why BRTC students succeed. 

Thank you for making all the difference in a student’s life! 

The following selfless donors have made a difference in student’s 

lives and the lives of their families. 
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John and Lynn Burgess  

Jon Brian and Karen Burris 

James and Kelsie Cagle 

Cahoon Steiling Architecture 

Rick and Dr. Angie Caldwell 

Mike and Jana Caldwell 

Nathan Camp 

Stanley Camp 

N. Ray Campbell 

Capital Quarries Company 

Caps Plus Embroidery, Inc. 

Carter Cox Seeds 

Cash Saver 

Roy and Glenda Causbie 

Cavenaugh Auto Group 

Centennial Bank 

CenterPoint Energy 

Chicken Shack Produce 

City Pharmacy 

Clark General Contractors 

Luke and Dana Clay  

Clay County Electric Co-op 

Dr. Derek and Courtney 
Clements 

David and Cathy Coker 

Coker Insurance 

Phil and Carolyn Collins 

Phil and Linda Smith  

Combined Media Group, 
KPOC, KRLW 

Chris and Christie Couch 

Garrett and Michelle Counts  

Julie Courtney 

Karen Courtney 

Don and Ruth Ann Cox 

Doug and Cindy Cox 

Pam Crowell 

Custom-Pak 

John and Diana Dalton  

Robert Dalton 

Darling Ingredients Inc. 

Darragh Company 

Beth Davis 

John and Melissa Davis 

Sandy Davis-Baltz 

Joshua Dawkins 

Dawson's  Furniture 

Alan and Rhonda Decker 

Christina Derbes 

Desalvo's Bottle Shop 

Phillip and Lisa Dickson  

Dane Dillion 

Rex and Loretta Dismang 

Al and Donna Dixon  

Don's Steakhouse 

Steve Downey 

Downtown Playhouse 

Dr. Pat Carroll 

Mike and Barbara Dunn 

E.C. Barton of Pocahontas 

E.C. Barton of Walnut Ridge 

Eddie Mae Herron Center 

Beverly Edington 

Dustin and Susie Eddington 

Danny and Ruth Ann Ellis 

Epsilon Delta 

Families, Inc. 

Family Dental Care  

Farm Bureau 

Gena Farrin 

Fears Family Funeral Home 

Nancy Felts 

George Finney 

First National Bank of Para-
gould 

First National Bank of Walnut 
Ridge, Hoxie, Pocahontas 

Five Rivers Medical Center 

Rex and Debra Flagg 

Brad and Angela Flippo 

Flowers Nursery & Gifts 

Barry and Becky Ford 

Kevin and Donna Foster 

Jake Foster 

Frankie's Dry Wall 

Dennis and Angie French  

Vickie French 

Keith and Shelly Futrell  

Bill and Sherion Gay  

General Cable Industries, Inc. 

George Kell Motors 

Ryan and Leigh Ann Gibson  

Danny and Sue Gibson  

Glen Sain Ford 

GNC Industries 

Jim and Sandra Green  

Terry and Tahnee Green  

Greene County Industrial 
Training Center (GCITC) 

Greenway Equipment 

Joe Grider 

Donny and Sherry Griggs  

Bridget Guess 

Shannon Haff 



Allied Health Students 
 Practice Saving Your Life! 

Because most students are confined to working in their own programs, work-

ing as a team with other departments seems foreign, even once a student 

graduates—which could one day be a problem for you!  To address this issue, 

BRTC’s practical and registered nursing, respiratory, paramedic/EMT, phle-

botomy, and dietetics programs simulated an emergency in which all depart-

ments worked together just like they would in a real life situation.  

Dr. Don Howard, medial director for BRTC’s respiratory 

(RT) program, said, “In school, students tend to be siloed,” 

so getting these programs together is “very important.”  

Dr. Scott Lewis, medial director for BRTC’s paramedic 

program, agreed:  “[The simulation will] promote interdis-

ciplinary collaboration” and was beneficial because it was 

“low stakes where no lives were really involved.” 

Students also began to appreciate the work of other departments.  A practical nurs-

ing (PN) student said, “The roll of respiratory therapy is very important and para-

medics do way more than I thought.”  “Respiratory therapists are SO involved,” a 

registered nursing student said. “I feel kind of bad that I didn't know they did so 

much.” “EMS does more than just transport,” said a second PN student. 

Jessica Alphin, respiratory instruc-

tor and co-coordinator of the simu-

lation, thinks it is “really, really 

important that students are build-

ing professional relationship now 

because that is what promotes the 

best patient care.”  BRTC is excited 

students practice these skills be-

cause doing so may save your life! 
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Tyler Hardy 

Rex Flagg, BRTC science department head, acts as a stroke patient.  EMT/Paramedic 

students transport Flagg through a variety of maneuvers.  EMT/Paramedic director 

Matt Smith (far right), directs students in proper transport techniques. 

ͻ MADISON 

HUSKEY 

Thanks to a science 

project in Mr. Chris 

Lynch’s class,  Madi-

son Huskey’s love of 

astronomy and tal-

ent with a camera 

were exposed! 

Madison, a 2015 Hillcrest graduate, 

submitted her photos to class.  “My 

boyfriend and I took these in Wal-

Mart’s parking lot,” she said laugh-

ing.  “I attached a camera to a tele-

scope” to get the shots. 

Despite her obvious talent with a 

camera, Madison hopes to be a psy-

chiatrist in the future, but her sci-

ence knack is obvious.  “I love 

space,” 

she 

said.  

“To me, 

it’s the 

future.” 
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EMT, Respiratory, and Nursing students work 

on a SimMan who exhibits stroke conditions.  

Dr. Howard directs RT 

and EMT students 

Sponsor a Student’s Professional Licensure 

Allied health students have expensive licensure fees.  A 

monthly gift of $15 will sponsor a student’s testing fee. 

How YOU Can Help  



Haley's Lumber  

Chris and Tonya Hankins  

Harps Food Stores, Inc. 

Clay Hawley 

Hays Grocery of Paragould 

Hays of Walnut Ridge 

Jennifer Hibbard 

Paul and Suzette Hicks 

Steve and Rhonda Hig-
ginbotham  

Austin Hogan 

Dr. Danny and Sandra Holt 

Ramonda Housh 

Laddie & Dr. Carrie Hunter  

Hyde's Termite 

Hytrol Corporation 

iBERIABANK 

Inner Strength Fitness LLC 

Integrity First Bank 

Ironhorse BBQ & Steakhouse 

John and Mary Helen Jackson 

Darlene Jansen 

Gary and Susan Johnson 

Randy and Mona Johnson 

Dr. Roger and Kim Johnson 

Eddie and Phillis Jones  

Dr. Joe and Pat Jones 

Jonesboro Overhead Doors 

Jonesboro Travel Cruise, Tour 

Junction 166 Cafe 

K & S Auto Sales 

Karla Baltz, DDS 

Jacob and Bridgette Kasinger 

Keith DeClerk Insurance 

Darenda Kersey 

United Insurance Agency 

L.A. Darling Company LLC 

Larry's Pizza of Pocahontas 

House Hold Salutation 

Late Aircraft Repair LLC 

Lawrence County Seed Co. 

Lawrence Memorial Hospital 

Tammie Lemmons 

Lloyd and Carol Lewallen  

Liberty Tax Service 

Brett and Karen Liebhaber 

Michael and April Lindsey  

Joan Linnstaedter 

Angela Loveless 

LT Nails 

Stephan and Leslie Malone 

Ron and Tara Mangold  

Martin Agency 

Jack and Kay McCord  

McNabb Funeral Home 

Med Center Pharmacy 

Metro Builders & Restoration  

Mill Creek Garden 

Mike and Amanda Miller 

MISSCO Corporation 

Danny and Karen Moore 

Jason and Sonia Moore  

Regina Moore 

NEA Wounded Warrior  

Rick Newsom 

Mike and Shannon Ogden 

Rob and Michelle Olvey 

O'Reilly Auto Parts of Poca-
hontas 

Orschelns Farm and Home of 
Pocahontas 

Overman Buildings, Inc. 

Palm Beach Tans 

Paragould Local Electrical 
Apprenticeship 

Daniel and Leslie Parker 

Hannah Parrish 

Paslode 

Peak Physical Therapy 

Peco Foods Inc. 

Peerless 

Daphne Perkins 

Mr. Joey and Dr. Ivy Pfeffer 

Alex and Cheryld Phillips 

Rodney Phillips 

David Pierce 

Pinnacle Frames and Accents 

Darren and Amy Plaster  

Plaza Tire Service 

Pocahontas Aluminum Co., 
Inc. 

Pocahontas Doughnuts 

Pocahontas Glass, LLC 

Pocahontas High School -- 
Football 

Pocahontas Medical Clinic 

Pocahontas Posey Patch Flo-
rist 

Pocahontas Star Herald 

Billy and Cathy Poe 

Dr. Charlotte Power 

Price Chopper Foods 

ProMed Ambulance, Inc. 

QualChoice 

Quality Floors and More, Inc. 

Randolph County Abstract  

Randolph County Chamber of 
Commerce 

Randolph Co. Farm Bureau 

Regions Bank 

Seth M. Rice 

River Bank Savings and Loan 

Riverside Express 

Larry and Nancy Robert  

Robert Bosch Tool  

Cindy Robinett 

Chris and Lindsay Robinson  

Robson Central Disbursement  

Rock & Roll Highway 67 Inn 

Larry Don and Frances Rose  

Kelly and Bridgette Rose 

Harry & Ginger Rosenzweig 

Rotary Club of Pocahontas 

Sandhill Dentistry 

Ann Savage 

Scentations International, LLC 

Harmon and Susan Seawel  

Doris Sellmeyer 

Service Abstract and Title Inc. 

Brad Shelton 

Helen Shipley 

Marjorie Smith 

Michael and Amy Smith  

Mr. Milton Smith 

St. Charles Properties 

Diamond State Tool & Die 

David and Donna Statler  

Allen and Priscilla Stillwell 

Thomas and Erma Stogsdill  

Victor and Rhonda Stone 

StoneBridge of Pocahontas 

Leslie and Tina Stroud  

SGA 

Studio B Salon and Spa 

Keith and Stephanie Sutton 

Keith Sutton 

Syngenta 

The Candy Emporium 

The Nerd Herd 

The Pharmacy at Brookland 

The Times Dispatch 

Don Tillie 

TLC Health Care 

Phillip Tolson 

Ray and Nancy Toney  

Tool Central 

 

Scott and Joniece Trammel 

Gary Tribble 

T-Ricks of Pocahontas-CITGO 

Triple B Electric 

Dr. Eric & Barbara Turner  

Bruce and Sandra Tweedy 

Rene Tyler 

Urban Envy 

VALIC 

Vision Care Center 

Bill Waldron 

Walmart #0071 

Walmart of Paragould 

Don and Bette Waterworth 

Sharon Watson 

Lawrence & Jacqueline Weick  

Jade and Amy Wells 

Roger Wells 

Wendy's of Pocahontas 

Sandra Williams 

Wren Family LLC 

Dorothy Cox Wright 

Mr. Ken and Dr. Jan Ziegler 

 

CONTACT  U
S

 

P.O. Box 468 
1410 Hwy 304 East 
Pocahontas, AR 72455 
(870) 248-4000 

P.O. Box 1565 
1 Black River Drive 
Paragould, AR 72450 
(870) 239-0969 
 
Visit us on the web at 
BlackRiverTech.edu 
 
Newsletter Staff: 

Karen Liebhaber 
Ann Savage 
Jessica Bailey 
Shawna Lepard 

Thank You! 
Your continued support 

makes a difference! 


